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CHAIR GUZMAN: . . . (gavel)... Good afternoon. Welcome to the Economic Development,
Energy, Agriculture, and Recreation Committee. I’m Don Guzman the Chair of the
Committee. Before I begin, may I ask everyone to please put your cell phones on the
silence mode. I’m going to introduce our Members that we have today, we have Stacy
Crivello, good afternoon.

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO: Good afternoon, Chair.

CHAIR GUZMAN: We have the Chair of the Council Mike White.

COUNCILMEMBER WHITE: Aloha, Chair.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Good afternoon, and we have Mr. Michael Victorino.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Good afternoon, Chair.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you. Excused we have the Vice-Chair of the Committee
Elle Cochran, Don Couch, Riki Hokama are excused today. I’m gonna introduce our
Staff today, we have our Legislative Attorney Sharon Brooks as well as our Committee
Secretary Pauline Martins. Before we begin I’d like to ask anyone who’d like to testify
to please sign up in the lobby, youU have three minutes to testify on today’s agenda
items only. When you come to the podium please state your name and/or
organization in which you represent. I’m gonna go ahead and check in with our
District Offices in, Hana Office, are you there?

MS. LONO: Yes. Good afternoon, Chair, this is Dawn Lono at the Hana Office.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Good afternoon. And in, Lanai Office, are you there?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Good afternoon, Chair, this is Denise Fernandez on Lanai.
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CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you, Ms. Fernandez. And on, Molokai Office, are you there?

MS. ALCON: Good afternoon, Chair, this is Ella Alcon on Molokai.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Good afternoon, Ms. Alcon. We’re gonna turn our attention back to the
Chambers, can you please call our first testifier.

MS. BROOKS: The first testifier is Patricia Hoskin and she will be followed by
Carole Eiserloh.

BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMOMY...

MS. HOSMN: Aloha, my name is Patricia Hoskin. I’m going to be talking about EAR- 10 so
this is when you want me to speak before any of the motions have been discussed?
Okay. My name is Patricia Hoskin, I’m a senior aged resident of Maui County living in
Kihei fuiltime since 2009 and owning since 2005. I am a retired chemistry and biology
teacher with a Master’s degree in Biology with my research being done in botany. I am
asking you to adopt the Maui County Planting Plan, Third Edition it is a serious, well
written and organized work by Ernest Rezents, a respected and knowledgeable
arborist. It is a fabulous work which will help concerned citizens who want to know
what to plant on their property and guide the developers to choose landscaping
companies which promote sustainable use of our valuable land. Thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you, Ms. Hoskin, Is there any further questions that we have for
the testifier? Seeing none, can you please call the next testifier.

MS. BROOKS: The next testifier is Carole Eiserloh and she will be followed by Robert Hobdy.

MS. EISERLOH: Good afternoon. Members of the Committee and Councilman Guzman, I
am also testifying on the same... okay oh, sorry, thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: And please state your name.

MS. EISERLOH: Very good. You can hear me better?

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yes.

MS. EISERLOH: Good. I’m also testifying on the Maui County Planting Plan. My name is
Carole Eiserloh and we have owned in Kihei since 1984. During that time we have
seen huge changes in our wonderful island. Unfortunately many of our wonderful old
growth trees and other plantings have been destroyed to make way for development.
Groups such as Maui Green and Beautiful have worked hard to save our tropical
paradise by nurturing our gardens and advising developers and landscapers on the
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best practices for preservation and future planning. We are writing in support of the
new Maui County Planting Guide prepared by Maui Green and Beautiful with
Ernie Rezents as its main author. We all realize our good fortune in having his
expertise and efforts to help with this task. This is the third edition of the plan, it has
been expanded and approved and will be invaluable for our future development.
Please give your approval and acceptance of the guide. We were the first in the State
to have such a document. It will be invaluable for use by landscape professionals and
the community in their planning for the future. Thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you, Ms. Eiserloh. Is there any questions from the Committee
Members? Seeing none, thank you very much.

MS. BROOKS: The next testifier will be Robert Hobdy, followed by Elaine Malina.

MR. HOBDY: My name’s Bob Hobdy, I’m a retired forester and former chair of the Arborist
Committee and served on that committee in an ex officio capacity since 1972. So I’ve
been involved with the development of this plan over the years and it has expanded
and become a document that has great value for the citizens of Maui and also for
people who are developing projects so that they know the proper ways to implement a
lot of the stuff that theyre tasked with. And I’m very happy to support this planting
plan, and that’s basically it.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you very much, Mr. Hobdy. Is there any questions from the
Members? Seeing none, thank you very much for your testimony.

MS. BROOKS: Next testifier is Elaine Mama, followed by Jean Pezzoli.

MS. MALINA: Aloha. I’m Elaine Malina, President of Maui Outdoor Circle. I also work in the
landscape industry for over 30 years on Maui. Ernest Rezents was my teacher, I’m a
certified arborist, and also a former member of the Maui County Arborist Committee. I
prepared something to read. I thank you all for your time on this too. Maui County
should be proud that we have such a document, the first in the State. Now we have
an updated one that includes so much more. I was introduced to the MCPP as we call
it when I was serving in the Maui County Arborist Committee. I’ve used a lot in my
profession in the landscape, kept it in my car, I know a lot of my friends that are
arborists and landscape people keep it in their trucks so it, my copy is pretty dead.
And as Maui Green and Beautiful we do... and formally Maui Outdoor Circle we do
share the information that’s in the plan with the community. I urge you all to adopt
the proposed resolution without any more further revisions. Why? Because
Mr. Ernest Rezents has taken such a remarkable and hardworking journey to update
this Maui County Planting Plan. The Maui County departments have
already... associated with the documents have already commented on the revision. I
know Mr. Rezents has taken each suggestion seriously and researched it and changed
where necessary. Many knowledgeable individuals and organizations have
contributed to this document also. I’ve attended many Maui County arborist meetings

-4-



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENERGY, AGRICULTURE,
AND RECREATION COMMITTEE

Council of the County of Maui

September 29, 2015

as a community member now and have seen the hard work and seriousness that each
of these volunteers of the committee, who are tree educated, has worked with
Mr. Rezents to complete this document. Maui County is extremely lucky to have one
of the top tree experts in the State, our very own Ernest Rezents who recently received
the, international recognition for his works and contributions in arboriculture by the
International Society of Arboriculture as a recipient of the true professional
arboriculture, lot of arboriculture words there, award this August at their conference
in Florida. I have three final statements to make. Please have this revised edition
adopted today without further revisions. With this revised document Maui County is
making it known that the urban forest is important, the value of a tree is as important
to the community economically and culturally and Maui County would continue to be
a leading example of doing what is best for the people of Maui, Maui now and for
future generations to benefit from a well cared for and protected urban forest.

MS. BROOKS: Thirty seconds.

MS. MALINA: The publication has been used so much by professionals in the landscape
industry, architects, landscape architects, developers and planners, and so on. It
would be used more by the community if it was promoted more and I hope that
happens and made more available. Thank you so much for your time. Mahalo.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you. Members, any follow up questions? Seeing none, thank you
very much --

MS. MALINA: Thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: --Ms. Malina.

MS. BROOKS: The next testifier is Jordan Hart.

MR. HART: Good afternoon, Chair and Members. My name is Jordan Hart. I’m the
President of Chris Hart and Partners, we are a landscape architecture and land use
planning firm. I’m here to testify in support of the planting plan. I think that the new
update of the planting plan is fantastic. I think it’s thorough and well organized, it’s
gone through agency review. I know that Ernie and Bob and others have done a lot of
research to back the information that’s provided there and I just want to urge the
Council to provide positive comment and so that the plan can proceed to public
hearing and adoption. Thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you. Members any follow up questions? Seeing none, thank you
very much, Mr. Hart.

MS. BROOKS: The next testifier is Jean Pezzoli.
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MS. PEZZOLI: Aloha. My name is Jean Pezzoli. I am currently a member of the County
Arborist Committee, but I’m here to testify on my own behaif. Normally I’m a
professor at the University of Hawaii Maui College. Every plant that you sow is your
legacy for the future of Maui and for our planet. Every breath of oxygen that you take
comes from a plant that is growing somewhere. Oxygen doesn’t get mined like a
diamond, but it does grow on trees by photosynthesis. Every time you see a tree
butchered the producer of oxygen gets reduced, there is less oxygen produced and
much less shade to lower our searing temperatures. One shady tree in a parking lot
not only reduces the heat under its crown, it also reduces the ambient temperatures,
and research has shown that shady parldng lots increase sales as shoppers delight in
the coolness and the shade. Maui County is forward by recognizing the importance of
planting trees in parking lots and by tree lining our streets and neighborhoods. How
best to take care of our trees is a topic of much discussion and believe me, Ernie, the
County Arborist Committee, we have all spent hours, there’s many minds, many
experienced growers and many experienced arborists have contributed to this planting
plan. It’s like if you go to a doctor and the doctor prescribes a serious operation, the
next thing you do is go to another doctor and make sure that the consensus is there.
And I would like to say this planting plan is a consensus of many minds that have
chewed over this for a long time. It shows depth of experience brought on by the
leadership of Ernie who is certainly our mentor. We have put together this recipe for
the selection and caring of our trees --

MS. BROOKS: Thirty seconds.

MS. PEZZOLI: --right here in Maui County, our legacy for our island. I hope you adopt the
plan. Thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you. Members, any follow-up questions? Seeing none, thank you
very much, Ms. Pezzoli.

MS. BROOKS: There are no more testifiers in the Chamber.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Okay. Thank you. Well check in with our District Offices. In Hana
Office, Ms. Lono, is there anyone wishing to testify?

MS. LONO: The Hana Office has no one waiting to testify.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you. In Lanai, Ms. Fernandez, is there anyone wishing to testify?

MS. FERNANDEZ: There is no one waiting to testify on Lanai.

CHAIR GUZMAN: And on Molokai, Ms. Alcon, is there anyone wishing to testify?

MS. ALCON: There’s no one here on Molokai waiting to testify.
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CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you, ladies. Members, without objections I would like to close
public testimony.

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you.

EAR-34 OPEN SPACE, NATURAL RESOURCES, CULTURAL RESOURCES, AND SCENIC
VIEWS PRESERVATION FUND (MISC)

CHAIR GUZMAN: Turning your attention to the first item on today’s agenda, EAR-34, The
Committee is in receipt of Miscellaneous Communication, dated May 28, 2015, from
the County Clerk, reporting that on May 26, 2015 the Council referred the matter
relating to Open Space, Natural Resources, Cultural Resources and Scenic Views
Preservation Fund. Members, today we will continue our review on the Open Space
Fund in two parts. First with the members of the Administration and secondly with a
panel representing those who have worked to acquire lands in Maui County for
preservation purposes, including the, I believe that we have Duke Sevilla, Scott
Crawford and Tamara Paltin. Let’s start with the Administration, first with Mr. Baz.
The Committee requested at our last meeting several questions that I had posed in
writing. First of all, Ill state those questions just to refresh the Members’ memory. I
believe it was regarding the, for grant recipients, the annual or quarterly reports
submitted to the Mayor’s Office pursuant to the grant agreement including
management plans, a description of the Mayor’s grant proposal review process
including the consideration of criteria for selections and a copy of any forms used for
those purposes, a copy of the conservation easement recorded in favor of the County,
and description of all post-acquisition monitoring of the use of the property to ensure
it comports with preservation purposes. Also for the County acquisitions, that was the
second process in acquiring these type of lands. A number one was a description of
the process to the Mayor’s Office to review and selection of properties to be acquired
with the fund, including the makeup of the Administration acquisition committee.
Number two, a description of any mechanism for public import.. .input regarding
property selection, any plan to use an acquisition as a park, identification of the
department responsible for maintaining each property, and any administrative rules or
policies to ensure the property is maintained for preservation purposes. Mr. Baz?

MR. BAZ: Thank you, Mr. Chair and Members, good afternoon. My name is Sandy Baz the
Budget Director. I did receive your request on Thursday afternoon. The items you’re
requesting is gonna take a pretty significant amount of research so Ill start, I’ve
started collecting them, reached out to different organizations and well provide you
with further information later regarding the responses. I can give some verbal
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comments today and identify some other research that I found so far if you’d like,
Mr. Chair?

CHAIR OUZMAN: Yes, please go ahead.

MR. BAZ: So the, basically from the County’s perspective since we came into office in 2011,
we’ve had, the way, the process that we followed is that requests for use of the fund
from outside organizations, community land trusts or other organizations go through
our Environmental Coordinator Mr. Rob Parsons. He will collect their grant
application, I review the grant application for its applicability to Chapter 3.88, and
then if it is something that is allowed by 3.8$ it goes forward to the Mayor for review.
And should the Mayor support the application in process it’ll go through in our, either
our proposed budget for the fiscal year and annual budget or as a budget amendment
down to Council for further action. As far as public input at this point, the public
inputs that are received would be at the Council activity, you know, during the
Council’s public hearing the public will be provided an opportunity through your
processes to review the purchase, review the grant agreement, and be able to provide
comments on that at the Council level. For annual reports or quarterly reports I have
yet to fmd them, w&re digging through files. I do, did want to, I did want to reference,
Mr. Agsalog’s response back to Council. Let’s see what date is this? This is
August 10th response in which he responded there was one grant, there’s actually two
grants for purchase of real property that were provided, one was to the Maui Coastal
Land Trust which is now, successor agency Hawaii Islands Lands Trust. And the
second one was for a Molokai Land Trust for lands on Molokai, and it had been
classified as a purchased land but it’s actually a grant that we provided to them. So
I’m, I do have a copy of their grant agreement that I can provide as well in response
but no reports that I found so far. Let’s see, in relation to the grant review proposal
process I explained that I’m in the process of collection, the conservation easements as
well. And description of all post-acquisition monitoring of the use, Ill collect that as
well. I know some members in the Administration have gone to the old Waihee Dairy
site and worked over there and clean ups as and well monitored them. Their website
has some further information about that as well. And for the County acquisitions,
description of the process in the Mayor’s office for review and selection of properties to
be acquired, is fairly similar, you know, somebody will come, approach the Mayor or
myself for a request for purchase of land and we, if Mayor decides that he wants to
move forward with that, we send an amendment down to County Council for a budget
amendment, and then that gets reviewed at the Council level. Public input is provided
at that point, and then action is taken after that. The most recent example of that was
the Paukukalo, Kaehu Bay purchase, so. And w&re currently working with the
organizations, one of them you have at the table here to develop a long-term
maintenance and monitoring plan, but none is in place at this point. And there are no
adopted administrative rules regarding this fund. The, Chapter 3.88 is what we’re
following as far as administrative, there’s no additional adopted rules.
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CHAIR GUZMAN: Okay. And, Members, as we had.,. and during our last meeting it was
imperative that we examine the process of selecting and using the Open Space Fund.
I’m gonna open up the floor for any questions that you may have to the Administration
at this time. Seeing none, okay. So well move forward. At our last meeting I believe
that we had Dale Bonar here and as well as a representative from...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Chair? I’m sorry, I do have one question.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Yes, Mr. Victorino?

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: When can we expect this report from Mr. Baz in the area of
what we’ve expanded, what we’ve been working on, the various questions that you
brought forward --

CHAIR GUZMAN: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER WCTORINO: --that we have all been asking? When can we expect it? I
understand you got it Thursday so I didn’t expect you to get it today, but when?

CHAIR GUZMAN: Mr. Baz?

MR. BAZ: Thank you. I’m hoping to get it done by October 15th, that’s the extension that I
requested. I still have, you know, give me a few weeks to work on it. As far as what’s
been expended from the fund, that report was provided by Director Agsalog in his
August 10th report so you can see the balance of the fund and what’s been expended.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: That I know but I just was talking about, you know, how
the priorities were set, I think that’s what our biggest question was, who’s setting
these priorities and what’s driving them at this point in time. So anyhow, okay, thank
you, Mr. Chair, I appreciate that.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you, Mr. Victorino. That’s actually a good point, and the last
meeting that we had there was discussion by the Maui Coastal Land Trust, I believe
was Dale Bonar as well representatives from the Molokai Land Trust. And there was
mention about what they called a greenprinting which is a process involving the
community collaboration to develop a plan for meeting local and regional conservation
priorities and creating strategies for protecting those places with interested
landowners. We were, we actually had planned for today Lea Hong who is the
executive director for the Trust for Public Land to present here and actually give us
more information on the greenprinting process. I believe the other jurisdictions in the
State also have that type of methodology or plan in place. Unfortunately she had
called a few hours ago and had some personal issues that she could not make the
ffight over. But moving forward we will go ahead and invite her back again at the next
meeting and that will give Mr. Baz plenty of opportunity to coordinate and respond to
our questions that we posed to him. Today that we have currently on the panel that
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can discuss their experience in dealing with the County and the Open Space fund is
Duke Sevila and he’s from Ke Ao I Kam Akani H&eha’ili? Gosh I butchered that.
He’s the president and [sic] the board of the nonprofit which worked with the County
to complete the purchase of 64 acres of the undeveloped coastal wetlands at Kaehu
Bay. We also have Scott Crawford along with I believe Janet Effiot and they’re with Na
Mamo 0 Muolea, and they are appearing via video conferencing from Hana District
Office which is our first time that we’ve ever had this type of technology on the floor.
Scott Crawford has served as the secretary since its founding in 2006, and in 2004
was involved in the effort to purchase the property and have it transferred to the
County. Scott’s wife is also a lineal descendent of the Muolea area and is a
recent... Na Mamo is also a recipient of the grant of the lease from the County for
preservation and cultural purpose pursuant to this Committee’s recommendations.
And we also have Tamara Palm which is, she’s representing Save Honolua, she is a
magna cum laude graduate of Hilo High School in 1995 and a cum laude graduate of
Northern Arizona University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Mathematics and
Education. She also is the president and executive director of the 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
Save Honolua coalition since 2009. She has been involved in acquiring funds for the
Lipoa Point project in 2014. So I’m gonna turn the floor over to our representatives
that have worked with the different entities and have them share their experience in
dealing with Open Space Fund and the County, and if they can provide the Committee
any recommendations or concerns. Thank you. Mr. Sevilla, you may start first if you
like.

MR. SEVILLA: I’m gonna have Tamara start first.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Okay.

MS. PALTIN: Aloha mai kakou. I think at the time when we had the open space funds only
Councilmember Victorino that’s here was on the Council at the time. I believe it was
2006 when the plans for development at Honolua were first announced as part of the
General Plan process. The community that I live in, the County, and the global
community were mostly against those plans for development. In 2007 we formed the
Save Honolua coalition and got our nonprofit status, and arranged for a group of
people, keiki to kupuna to come and testify in support of a resolution put forward by
then Councilmember Jo Anne Johnson in support of acquiring land at Honolua. The
testimony lasted pretty much all day and Councilmember Johnson and then South
Maui Councilmember Michelle Anderson proposed at the time to earmark $1 million
out of the open space funds towards the purchase of land at Honolua in response to
the community’s concerns. They wanted to show that they supported the people who
supported preservation of this land. And when youre trying to acquire open space
each area that you acquire has its own sets of challenges and opportunities, and at
that time it wasn’t known how much the land would cost, it wasn’t known if the land
was for sale. There were so much unknowns that the Council supporting, putting
aside $1 miffion towards open space funds at Honolua made a huge difference to our
community that supported preserving this land. Many of us, it was the first time we
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had ever been to the Council building, it was the first time we had ever testified, it was
the first time we even heard what a Counci]member was. And the commitment by the
sitting Council to earmark $1 miffion of open space funds was a message that they
had heard our pleas, and the commitment that was shown to us was met by a
commitment by our community to follow through and not just walk away from the
million dollars. It was that important to us that we stuck with it for the past eight
years trying all different avenues to acquire the land, and it fmally culminated in
2013, RB I believe it was 1524 passing, the Governor signing it and on October 9,
2014 the general bond obligations were paid to Maui Land and Pine. And for $20
million, none of which actually ended up being County open space funds, 244 acres at
Ronolua was acquired. So even though the $1 million eannarked wasn’t used for the
purchase, I would say it was a significant factor in eventually acquiring the lands. Not
having experience in how these things are done it gave our board, our community a
sense of this is important, a million dollars you just don’t walk away from it, and in
the end I really feel that the County didn’t lose out anything by earmarking that $1
million because the million dollars is still there to this day. It’s not like we had it in an
account at American Savings, it’s not like it wasn’t earning interest, it was a
motivational, inspirational piece of the whole picture. And I know in general when
acquiring open space for government agencies you want to have a long-term
management plan before youre gonna say yeah w&re gonna put money towards this
issue. But most people that work towards open space acquisition are doing so purely
out of passion, there’s no profit involved, there’s no income involved, it’s hours and
years of your own work, and to try and put together a management plan for land that
you don’t own is very difficult. Knowing that Honolua is such used area, that
thousands of people a day go to it we had at one time approached Maui Land and
Pineapple to work on a management plan and the answer I got from the then land
manager was you can’t make a plan for somebody else’s land. But at the time
thousands of people were going there and there was no plan for management, you
know, and we started at the most basic level of providing Porta Potties, providing
signage and even that we had to fight for two years to get the permit to provide Porta
Potties. So fast forward to this day when the land has been acquired, we have a
commitment from private donors to pledge up to a $100,000 for professional
long-term, sustainable management planning. W&re at the point right now where we
need the State to agree to abide by what the community-based sustainable
management planning puts out or these donors don’t want to put out the money. So
it’s you can put all these constraints that you need this and this and this to occur but
open space is so valuable at this point, the majority of people say they don’t want
Maui to turn into Oahu when you talk to people and if you don’t preserve open space
that’s what will happen, Maui will become Oahu. And you can’t pigeon hole the way
that you acquire open space, it doesn’t always fit a certain criteria, it depends on the
landowner, it depends on the community, it depends on the land itself. So I think by
any means available you should allow folks to acquire open space. Thank you.

CHAIR GUZMAN: Thank you, Tamara. On the...in terms of your experience, you know, the,
why we’re here in the Committee discussing this matter for the use of the Open Space
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Fund is we really do need to look at other jurisdictions where they have what you call
they call greenprinting which is a developed plan for meeting local and regional
conservation priorities and creating strategies for protecting those places and lands.
So currently we don’t have a type of plan in the County, and so w&re looking at
different ways that to improve our process that we go through currently. It always
seems like it’s reactive process during budget, and were trying to get the opinion and
the experience from those entities that have experience, wanting to acquire property
and working with the County. So just hearing from you and from your group saying
that just earmarking portions of the fund also is very helpful in leveraging with State
funds, so that’s very, very helpful. Thank you very much for coming today. Mr. Duke
Sevifia, if you could please share with the Committee your experience with the fund
and the, I guess the purchase of the property at Kaehu Bay.

MR. SEVILLA: Good afternoon, Councilmembers, Chair. Well let me see now, the area of
Kaehu Bay, I live real close by that area and how we got involved is is when North
Shore of Waiehu LLC bought the area, and that’s when we found out that that place
was, they wanted to develop that 64 acres of waterfront property, When we found out
that they wanted to develop that area the community got up in arms with that whole
project, and because of the outrage and the concern the project was stopped. So when
that stopped we decided that and at that time I was working with this agency called
Neighborhood Place of Wailuku, and we went to the owners at that time and we posed
a little plan and the plan was to like set a program right in the property to help teach
people native values, culture values, and that was to help with abused and neglected
families. So we had a little strategy there that, you know, was important because the
area, we felt like we didn’t want it to be developed. So anyway the property owner, you
know, said yeah you can use, you know, a couple of these acres to do you guy’s
program. As so we started doing the program, and then eventually we found out that
he went bankrupt because he was buying all kinds of property in Wafluku and before
you know it the market dropped in 2008 and so everything was going into foreclosure
and the property was going into foreclosure. We were afraid that his partner that was
involved with him wanted to continue to develop the place and so that’s when we
started to go out and ask different organizations, and I have to mention Venus Rosete
Medeiros, she was a big part of it at that time. And so she and I went to different
organizations like OHA, Hawaiian Home Lands and Trusts for Public Lands for
support. Now I didn’t know much about all of this kind of stuff, you know, I was
kinda, it was really brand new to me but I was willing to like, you know, put out the
effort, and part of the effort was because of my dad years ago saying that, you know,
the property down there could be utilized by many people to like be more
self-sufficient. Because we knew what that property was, was loko ia, fish ponds and
taro patches in that area. So we knew what that, the potential of that area could be.
So anyway, we went out and we reached out to Trust for Public Lands and they were
the only organization that came forward and says hey you know what, we will, we’ll
listen to you guys and we want to work with you guys. Lea Hong and Laura Kaakua
were the persons that we got in touch to, and so they came, we had a lot of meetings,
community meetings and stuff like that. And as time went on, you know, the process
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was is thatbecauseTrust for PrivateLandstheyhavelike philanthropicmoneyto like
buy propertiesand stuff like that but they also needmatchingfunds, so the whole
ideawas to go to the County and talk to Mayor Arakawa, which we did, and Sandy
Baz. And, you know, they decidedthat okay we have,you know, severalthousandsof
dollars to put in to help with the matchingfunds for the property,and so we got that
commitmentfrom the Countywhich was,you know, for me wasa personalwin for me,
that’s the way I look at it. So anyway, as time went by real fast kind they called me
up, Laura Kaakua, Duke, can you get this on CouncilmanVictorino’s agenda,you
know, becausewe had to put it on the agendafor like becausewe were looking for
monies,we neededmoniesto buy theproperty. And so I calledMike’s office real quick
kind andhis aide, I forget who your aide was at that time but shewas real gracious
andwe, you guysput uson the agenda.And real fast kind againwe cameout, we did
the testimony,and the nice thing aboutit is that at that time I think, Mike, you was
the one that said like you know what, let’s not partnerwith anybody,let the County
Council acquirethe land, you know, Maui Countyacquirethe land andlet’s put down
$1.7 million for the acquisitionof the property. And so that was like a very positive
thing, and I think you guyswere all on this, miss...1 think you were on the Committee
I think still, the Council, I think you wereon the Council andI think Mr. White, maybe
not, I can’t remember. But anyway, I know you guys all was in favor of it all, and so
that was really good you know when I hear that kind of stuff becausefor me open
spaceis real valuable. But anyway,what happenedwas is that we also hadanother
plan becausewe felt like the developersin the foreclosure...‘causewe have to go to
court for the foreclosureso therewas a bid andwhathappenedwas the bankput out
the bid andthey only bid out like $800,000for 64 acresof waterfrontproperty. And I
was like whoa, you know, that’s it, and nobody else put a bid. I guessthat was a
strategyfrom both sides,you know, from whoever’sgonnawant to developit andfrom
Trust for Public Land side, you know, therewas a strategy,becauseeventhoughyou
put out like a bid, you know, you still haveto go anddo a confirmationhearingto like,
you know, give otherpeopleopportunitiesto go out andbid for the property. So when
we went therewe startedholding up signs,you know, to discouragedevelopersfrom,
you know, comingout andputting out a bid which it kinda worked I believe. And so
as time went on the next meetingwe hadwith the court, Trust for Public Landsput
out their bid and they got the property. And so after that we went, we camebackto
County Council for the County to like purchasethe property, and therewas several
meetingsthat we hadhearingson it andbut eventuallythe Council decidedthat that
was a good dealbecausethe dealwas for $900,000for 64 acresof property. That’s a
great deal, waterfront, and if you look at where Kaehu Bay is right now it’s a real
beautiful area. That placeis wetlands,you know, that can be preserved,that can be
restored,and so for me and the communitywe feel like that’s a really importantarea
to havebeenpurchasedby the Countyof Maui. And for me, I had a greatexperience
really with the CountyCouncil at that time, you know, becauseI got more educatedin
how the processworked, andthe thing is is that what I fmd that it’s, there’smore to
learn becauseof the managementpart, and that’s somethingthat we’re working on
right now. We, the organizationKe Ao I Kam Akani H&eh&ffi, the County seesus
therebut w&re not like legally the stewardsof thatpropertyyet, we understandthat,
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